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so that States are not constantly chal-
lenged by funding shortfalls? No. Fi-
nally, will we have done anything to
cover kids out there who are not cov-
ered today? The answer is no. No, no,
no, no. Is that responsible? No. It is
continuing current law. Let me empha-
size, it is a continuation of the current
law that is the irresponsible thing to
do. The program is broken as evidenced
in just one way: the 3 out of 50 States
covering more adults than kids, in
some instances covering adults who
don’t have any kids.

The program has strayed. It needs
fixing. In fact, the bipartisan agree-
ment follows the path laid down by the
President himself. I have said this re-
peatedly. The President made a prom-
ise at the Republican Convention in
New York:

We will lead an aggressive effort to enroll
millions of poor children who are eligible but
not signed up for the government’s health in-
surance programs.

President Bush said that. An exten-
sion of current law will not do that. He
may not want to hear this quote again
and again, but until he honors the com-
mitment he made in that speech by
making a proposal to cover more low-
income Kkids, I intend to keep repeating
it.

The President can keep his commit-
ment by signing the bill we passed last
week. But if he is going to veto it, he
owes those of us who tried to keep his
commitment with our bill a sense of
what serious policies Congress can
adopt to cover more Kkids.

I yield the floor.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Louisiana is
recognized.

Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to speak in morn-
ing business for 2 minutes to pay trib-
ute to a great Louisianan who passed
away.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator has that right. We
are in morning business.

Ms. LANDRIEU. And that Senator
HARKIN would follow me for 15 minutes.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, first
let me associate myself with the re-
marks of the Senator from Iowa who
just spoke so eloquently, strongly, and
forcefully about the need for our chil-
dren’s health program in the country. I
will be speaking later on that subject
throughout the week as we all battle to
get a better plan to cover more chil-
dren at such a critical time now in that
debate.

——
TRIBUTE TO HARRY LEE

Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I
come to the floor today to speak just
very briefly about a loss Louisiana has
suffered—and, in many ways, the Na-
tion—of a great political leader, a
great political figure, and a friend to
many.
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Earlier this morning, Sheriff Harry
Lee of Jefferson Parish passed away
after a battle with leukemia. As my
colleagues know, I come from a place
of rich political heritage, colorful char-
acters, and of amazing and fantastic
stories at times about our political fig-
ures. Among the most colorful, though,
was Sheriff Harry Lee, who stood out
and stood tall for so many years. He
served the people of Jefferson Parish
since 1979 as their sheriff, but he start-
ed life in Louisiana in a much more
humble way.

Harry was born in the back room of a
Chinese laundry in downtown New Or-
leans to immigrant parents, Bing and
Yip Lee, who instilled in him a strong
and very determined spirit that would
serve him well and serve all of us well
for the rest of his life.

After a promising educational start
at Francis T. Nicholls, where he served
as both senior class president and stu-
dent body president, Harry went on to
college at Louisiana State University
in Baton Rouge. He joined the ROTC
Program there and was recognized
early on as an outstanding cadet. He
didn’t stop there, though. His next step
was to serve the country in the Air
Force during the height of the Cold
War. He served in the famous Strategic
Command. His Air Force career led him
to make a great decision in life, and
that was to marry Lai Beet Woo, his
wife of 40 years.

When Harry returned to Louisiana,
he took over the family restaurant and
convinced his father to allow him to
attend law school. He excelled and be-
came the first Federal magistrate for
the Eastern District of Louisiana. He
soon then, through many political con-
tacts and his great spirit and gregar-
ious nature and classwork, became par-
ish attorney for Jefferson Parish.

Then, in 1975 and shortly thereafter,
he was elected sheriff, a post he held
for more than two decades, and he be-
came a household name in Louisiana.
This story has probably been tracked
by others, but for Harry Lee, who
comes from a Chinese-American back-
ground, at the time he was elected
sheriff I think he was the highest rank-
ing Chinese official and the only Chi-
nese-American sheriff in the country.
He was always extremely proud of that,
proud of his heritage, always remind-
ing us of that singular accomplish-
ment.

After being a larger-than-life force in
the realm of criminal justice for over
30 years, as I said this morning, he fi-
nally lost his own battle with Ileu-
kemia. He had fought and won many
battles on the streets in Jefferson Par-
ish, in the courtrooms, and also in the
court of public opinion.

Harry Lee’s success says something
important about our country—the son
of immigrants who goes on to not only
serve his parish, his city, his region,
but went on to befriend Presidents, Re-
publicans and Democrats, being the go-
to person when people of great political
distinction would come to our State.
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They always wanted to see and talk
with Harry Lee.

Like all of us in public life, his ten-
ure was not without controversy, but
he was fiercely loyal to his deputies.
There are thousands of deputies, cur-
rent and former, who are mourning his
passing today.

Looking back on a life like this, you
can only think that his father and
mother, Bing Yip Lee, who have long
passed away, must have looked down
and smiled on their son’s accomplish-
ments.

The loss of this singular figure in
Louisiana politics is not only a loss to
Jefferson Parish and to the State of
Louisiana, but it is a loss to this great
country that we all try our best to
serve.

I want to extend my heartfelt condo-
lences to the Lee family, to the depu-
ties, to the law enforcement officials of
Jefferson Parish in our State who are
mourning this loss today. I hope we
will all take some solace from the fact
that they are being joined by so many
mourners who recognize and appreciate
a life well lived.

In closing, a not-so-secret hobby of
Harry’s was singing. I cannot say he
would have ever made records, but he
tried and he sang with great zest. At
many jazz fests, he would be tempted
to the stage by his friend Willie Nelson.
They would often sing together. His fa-
vorite song was ‘‘Welcome to My
World.” I would like to say to Harry
today: Thank you for welcoming us to
your world, Sheriff Lee. You served us
well, and you will be missed.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Iowa is recog-
nized.

———

ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that at the closing
of my remarks, the Senator from Mon-
tana, Mr. TESTER, be recognized.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. HARKIN. Mr.
much time do I have?

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senator has 15 minutes. The majority
side has 22 minutes 40 seconds remain-
ing.

President, how

——————

GUARD AND RESERVE FAMILIES
AMENDMENT

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I thank
my colleagues for accepting my amend-
ment to support the families of those
National Guard and Reserve individ-
uals serving in Iraq and Afghanistan. I
thank Senator LEVIN and Senator
McCAIN for their support and assist-
ance in including it as part of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act, on
which we will be voting on final pas-
sage later today.

This is a new era for our National
Guard and Reserves. They are shoul-
dering a huge share of the combat bur-
den in Iraq and Afghanistan, plus a
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